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Testimony * Statement by Robert Ross in support of IIR 4182 To provide that &e Oa* NatiCIoal Scenic
Rivenrays *atl be a$minis(erd iaacmrdmce withthe general msrmgementplan forthatmitofthe
Nafioml M System, aud for otherpr4poser.

Mr. Chairman and me,mbers of &e commifiee, I appreide the oppo*mity to appear before youday to
voice sore of my &ougfub and concems rcgrding &e managmemt of Mismuri's Ozark National Scenic
Riverways.

As the statc rryrmentAive forthe 142nd tegisletive distdst, I repesent ryrurimately 37,0m Mssourians,
many of urtom kve tkir lives and livelihoods directly ependest on th continued srccess and
accessiUitlty of the oafirat tfea$res that are the Currmt and Ja*ks Fo,rk Rivem. It should go without
saying &d these uraterrrays Elre an iatcgral part of mn culfir,e and a vital prt of our ecorxlmy, md tbt &e
peopte I am blessd to smve feel vey suoagly about pretecting md prmerving this imporkat part ofour
history and om ftturc.

It is my contentiomthd orn wric riverways must be prM brf also maaagd in amy thnt will allow
for proper stelyard$hip th{t dos ar$ in&inge on the rigfus ofMssouriaas md visitors rl,ho rri$h to eqioy
them. Fordecadesrnwthis hasaotbeen missue as my constitueuq aswell as visitors &m aII amuud
the shte and the wod4 hve cmped, boato4 huote{ fi$hed ad, in general, eqioyed the abundamce of
activities that me ayailable along tke warerwap. It is this rcsporsible use of the lad that we u,mt to
contintrc-

However, given the tdest actions of the Natioml Park Seivice, it has bocome quite clear that the gml is to
limitm to fueaffirrel treasur€$, q.tieh is adecisionthatwill have catastmphic effects onthe lives of
myconstifircnts, aswell as otr our lscal economies.Inpticulm, we have grarre concerrs with&s
Ndiomt Park Service's peferred "Alterndive 8". Thi$ partiflilar plan ?/ill l€ad to imeased reslristions
on asces$ md th€ offiight eliminxion of recreatiml activities in vast portions alolrg the riverways.
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The people of Missouri are far more sul4rortive of what is commonly referred to as the 't',[o Action
Alternativd'. \Me believe this managemeirt plm will allow users to respoosibly this area that
we agree is special, which was the central idea shared by property owners, the State of Missouri, and the
NPS when the ONSRuas created. It is this optionthat we believe is consistent with theway the pak has
been succesfuIly for dwades, aod that will give us the best opportrmity moving forwed to
protect and preserve this natural fieasure without disnrpting the uray of life for thousmds of Missourians.

I f@l it is imporhntto mte at this time that my colleagues in the Mssorni General moved in
ovennhelming numbers this year to zupport this A.[o Action Alternative". We approved both SCR 22 and
HCR 9 in both the House and Serate this year. These resolutions not only encoumge the adoption of the
'T.Io Action Alternative", but also encourage Congress to explore the option of retuming control of the
pa* to the State of Mssouri. As the resolutions read, ure believe "Missouri citizens most impacted in their
daily lives are in tk best position to formulate policy and regulations tol rnanage and protect Missouri's
nafural resorrroes as oppo d to a federal ag€ncy h€dquartered in lVashington, D.C."

Furthermore, HR 41E2 goes beyond simply ensuring that the current general manageurent plaa does not
become more reshictive, itprovides specific protections forrecreational activities thathave hi$oricatly
beenperformed \ilithin th* prrk, including riding horses and using boats with motors. It seems beyond
reason, but the Park Service's proposed altemative for management would clore 65 miles of horse trails
that are in use, and ban motorizd vessels from areas of the river ufrere they are currenfly
allowed.

In conclusion, we urgs you to honor the original spirit ofthe agrse,ment that was made uihen the Ozart
National Sceiric Riverways were first created. Thatmeans allowing Missourians to responsiblyuse and
e4ioy these wderways while also peserving and protecting their ndural beauty so that they can be
e4ioyed by future generations as well. For decades we harre been successful ia this endeavor and we
believe we can continue this success intk years to come withoutthe need foroverly burdensome

handed doum by the National Park Service.

Thank you for your consideration. I will do my best to arswer any questions you may have.

Sincerely,

Represemt*tive Rshert Ross

Proudly Serving the 142"d House District
Texas, Howcll, Phelps, & Pulaski Counties
Missouri House of Representatiyss


